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eed an explanation. They are
istorically, was a class-based
10 governed on behalf of the
rritans who saw themselves
a society of rulers and ruled, : )
Hence the phrase, central to : N itZﬂVim

1 politics: “We the people.” _ :

“storytellers, Moses helped '

sive responsibility ~ to Icjme : | D Efe atlng D eath
. By framing a narrative that

1 and teach to their children,

gee?® 11ly nOW, reaching parashot Nitzavim and Vayelekh, can we

begin to get a sense of the vast, world-changing project at the heart of
the divirie-human encounter that took place in the lifetime of Moses
and the birth of the Jews/ Hebrews/Israel as a nation.

To understand it, recall the famous remark of Shertock Holmes.

“1 draw your attention,” he said to Dr ‘Watson, “to the curious incident
of the dog at night” “But the dog did nothing at night,” said Watson.
“That,” said Holmes, “is the curious incident” Sometimes, {0 know
what a book is about youneed to focus on what it does not say, not just
on what it does.

What is missing from the Torah, almost inexplicably so given the
background against which it is set, is a fixation with death. The ancient
Egyptians were obsessed with death. Their monumental buildings were
an atternpt to defy death. The pyramids were giant mausoleums. More
precisely, they were portals through which the soul of a deceased pha-
raoh could ascend to heaven and join the immortals. The most famous

w York: Continuom, 2006), 16, .. Arthur Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of Siltver Blaze”

v 281
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To be a leader, you do not need a crown or robes of office. All

you need to do is to write your chapter in the story, do deeds that heal
some of the pain of this world, and act so that others become a little
better for having known you. Live so that, through you, our ancient cov-
enant with God is renewed in the only way that matters: in life. Moses’
last testament to us at the very end of bis days, when his mind might so
easily have turned to death, was: choose life.
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